
IF Oxford is an independent charity (#1151361), with 
Trustees and a small team that work year-round. 
Festival Team: Dane Comerford, Cathy Rose 
Trustees: Ian Thompson, Rory Campbell, Tim Hart, 
Claire Cockcroft, David Pyle, Sarah Macnaughton

Thank you to the collaborators, supporters and talented 
individuals who volunteer to make the Festival possible. 

IF Oxford 2022 was supported by

Capture interest, 
develop creativity 

and build skills 
Hundreds of live activities 6–30 October 2022 
covered a huge range of science and ideas

Media output and 103 public events explored 
complexity, wonder and learning, involving 650 
professionals and volunteers. 

37,00037,000 people 
engaged with 
on-demand or live 
content, including 
10,500 who came 
to 28 venues 
across Oxford, 
visiting community 
centres, churches, 
research facilities 
and business spaces.

Together, we reached millions of social media users 
and are changing the way Oxford is perceived 
locally and worldwide. Big thanks to everyone! 

    Now is your chance to get involved:

Explore how to be part of IF 2023 
if-oxford.com/get-involved

info@if-oxford.com

Why get involved?
The Oxford science 
and ideas Festival gives 
excellent exposure to 
businesses, research and 
cultural organisations, 
using print, digital media 
and accessible events.

The Festival can support your colleagues to 
innovate in public spaces, using market research 
tools to enhance social engagement.

IF Oxford street banners, social 
media activity and its magazine 
provide opportunities for 
recognition and content for  
awareness-raising campaigns.

Skills honed with the Festival offer confidence and 
inspiration to develop business activities.

"It's so inspiring to be part of it... the 
specialist support is second to none! "

Outputs and impact
of the 2022 Festival

1m+
Instagram 
Facebook 
& Twitter
 in 2022

High-quality

Magazine

FREE
 IF Oxford

          by OX 

magazines 

with content syndicated

We can shape Oxford as a great place 
to live, visit, work and enjoy

IF Oxford is a charity 
working nationally and 
locally to build science, 

social and cultural capital
The Oxford science and ideas Festival is an 
integral member of the UK Science Festival 
Network, collaborating on national evaluation and 
engagement design programmes with Culture 
Counts, Design Council, Fail Space and UKRI.

Contribute 
content

Sponsor the 
Festival

Mention IF Oxford 
in newsletters, 

blogs and across 
social media

Volunteer

Make a donation 

Talk to colleagues 
about IF Oxford

How to help...

The Festival is working with local 
and national organisations to 
eradicate racism and all forms of 
discrimination from culture.

Help IF Oxford stimulate social mobility, inclusion 
and engagement with science and cultural ideas. 

February-April 
The open call 

generates initial 
ideas for events 

May-July
Refine proposals 

to create an exciting 
public programme

August-September
Programme launch, 
media campaigns  

and events booking

October
Festival is live!

November-January
Audience feedback 
and independent 

reporting complete

 
IF Oxford supports diverse 
communities to connect with and 
share science and ideas 
The team creates and advises on projects throughout 
the year that are enjoyed by thousands of visitors at 
public events in October. 

Our agile and engaged community of scientists, 
business leaders and cultural partners create an 
exceptional city-wide Festival experience.

Familiar, unusual and quirky venue options provide 
a fun mix of convenient ways for audiences to enjoy 
STEM culture and meet interesting people.

In 2022, this included new zones at the John Krebs 
Field Station in Wytham, ARC Oxford in Cowley and 
the Roger Bannister running track in Iffley.

Coordinated launch of  
the magazine and 
events list reaches 100k 
social media users

Participate and create the science and ideas Festival

We nurture ideas from 
science, cultural and 
community groups

Briefing sessions and 1:1 
advice for development,
delivery and reflection

We cluster activities to 
ensure they work with  
specific audiences

www.if-oxford.com







 

 








OxfordOxford

teams were part of IF 2022: 
36 academic departments; 
19 businesses; and 
35 communities or charities 
from Oxford and beyond.

"to build public trust"
"explore contemporary and future careers" 

and "share wonder and inspire others"  

IF Oxford is a coherent programme for sharing 
knowledge and skills, highlighting diversity in the 
modern economy.

103 events 103 events 
in 28 venues in 28 venues 
across the cityacross the city

212
"explore 

contemporary and 
future careers"

"to build 
public trust"

"share wonder and 
inspire others"  

teams

♥



Explore how to be part of IF 2023 
if-oxford.com/get-involved

Contact the team: 
info@if-oxford.com

Glow Your Own 
workshops developed
creative coding 
confidence, building 
skills in science and 
technology. 

The Glow Gallery lit 
up Leys Community 
Centre with a huge
interactive sculpture 
of Arduino-powered 
LEDs, photo-active 
materials and playful 
splashes of light.

The Engineering Trust, 
the Business and 
Intellectual Property 
Centre and The Drone 
Rules featured in events 
across the city. Festival 
zones showed a huge 
range of science and 
creative enterprises, 
with chance to sample 
local opportunities.

ARC Oxford was the venue launchpad for talks and 
demonstrations from Science Oxford, UNBOXED 
and the Jenner and Pandemic Sciences Institutes.

Festival zones at venues across the city proved 
popular for face-to-face activities from Reaction 
Engines, Siemens Healthineers, Element Six, 
Rutherford Appleton Laboratory and UKAEA.

A Wytham Field 
Station open 
day showed how 
birds, bees and 
spiders can guide 
technology, from 
conservation to 
more efficient 
powered flight 
and distributed 
computing power.

The Botanic Garden explored 
plants in space and how they 
inspire engineering design.

The Poetry of Science 
competition has 
celebrated imaginative  
writing from thousands 
of young people since 
2017. Every year, the 
finalists perform their 
published work at a 
highlight Festival event 
in central Oxford. 
Entries close 1 May 
for poets aged 5–16 
to win great prizes. 
Enter now, visit:
if-oxford.com/poetry

UKAEA's RACE team brought equipment designed 
to work in extreme radiation, temperature and 
magnetic conditions, culminating in a day at the 
Roger Bannister running track for some unusual 
insights into the life of a robot and its engineer. 

Some dramatic 
performance  
art in OVADA 
highlighted 
copper mining 
and consumer 
electronics 
with Megalith; 
and a tender
human-robot 
dance called 
Prehension 
Blooms probed 
the boundaries 
of existence.

IF Oxford 2022: why, how, where, who, what and when

14 247 34 44 54 64 74 75+

2022 visitor age profile30%

Who comes? Who are the audience?
IF Oxford content attracts a broad demographic: 
30% are in Key Stages 2 or 3 (age 8–14); over half 
join in adult groups; and 16% attend alone – the 
Festival is an educational and social opportunity.
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Fest score Event score Learn score

What people said about IF Oxford 2022
Quality: visitors rated the event they 
attended and also the Festival overall as 
"good" (90%, 6+ out of 10) or "great" (80%, 8+)

Learning: 90% learned something 
new to them that also felt relevant

Festival 
score

Event 
score

Event learning

40%

Two thirds of 
IF Oxford visitors 
were new in 2022
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Adult with children
43%

Adult with partner 
23%

Adults with family 
(16+) 17%

Adults with friends
22%

Adult alone
16%

Group composition at IF 2022 events
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Pay What You Decide (PWYD) and access
IF Oxford introduced PWYD in 2018 to broaden 
engagement with science. In 2022, 70% of events 
used it and less than 2% of people found it confusing.

IF Oxford makes complex topics 
accessible and interesting, so 
92% of visitors are very likely 
or likely to tell a friend to try 
some of the enjoyable science 
and ideas Festival events.

62% 
Very likely 

to recommend

     30% 
 Likely to
     tell

When do visitors attend science events?

Come again?

"None before, this was my first time"
"Once every few years"
"1-3 times a year"
"1-3 times every few months"
"Once a month, or more"

19%

15%

44%

17% 

5%

"I would come to something like IF Oxford again"
Disagree = 0                                            Agree = 10

57%
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News
3%

Banner
4%

Email or 
bulletin 
23%

Web
search
8%

Festival 
magazine 
24%

Word of 
mouth 
25%

Social 
media
22%

How did people hear about IF 2022?
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Where were people from?
OX1

OX2

OX3
OX4

OX5
to

OX49

UK or

Other 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Authors and books 
created powerful 
discussions and 
light-hearted 
moments in Oxford  
Central Library, 
Waterstones, Jesus 
College, Oxford 
Playhouse and 
University Church. 
Around the city,
Uncomfortable 
Oxford returned 
with a new tour on 
medical history.


